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The first part of my essay looks at our world in crisis,
dominated by science, but politically fragmented, suffering
from much injustice, poverty and violence. Luke and serves as
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useful effect. The towns were destroyed by the eruption of
Vesuvius in 79AD, when thousands of the residents died in lava
flows, choking clouds of poison gas or showers of ash that
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of their homes, the rude slogans and the shop prices they

scrawled on street corners and, hauntingly, their own
petrified bodies, to be rediscovered in the 18th century.
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